05-Bible Reading Study Notes
Deuteronomy Chapter 06

Deuteronomy 6:1-25 - Loving God with Your Whole Life

As we step into Deuteronomy 6, Moses continues his heartfelt message to the people of Israel. They
are on the brink of entering the Promised Land, and Moses knows that what he says now will shape
their future. This chapter isn’t just ancient history; it’s a call to every believer, in every generation, to
live a life fully devoted to God.

1. The Purpose of God’s Commands (Deuteronomy 6:1-3)

“Now these are the commandments, the statutes, and the judgments which the LORD your God has
commanded me to teach you, that you may observe them in the land which you are crossing over to
possess.” (Deuteronomy 6:1)

Moses isn’t just giving them rules; he’s giving them a roadmap for life. God’s commands were
designed for their good—to protect them, guide them, and help them flourish in the land He was
giving them.

Notice the purpose:

o That you may fear (revere) the LORD your God (v.2) — Not a paralyzing fear, but a deep, awe-
filled respect.

e That it may be well with you (v.3) — Obedience isn’t about control; it’s about blessing. God
wants life to go well for His people.

¢ That you may increase mightily (v.3) — God desires growth, not just in numbers but in
spiritual depth and maturity.

Personal Application:

God’s commands in Scripture aren’t burdens—they’re blessings. They’re like guardrails on a
mountain road, keeping us from plunging off a cliff. Do you view God’s Word as a restriction or as a
gift designed for your flourishing?

2. The Great Commandment: Love God with Everything (Deuteronomy 6:4-5)
Here we come to the heart of Israel’s faith, known as the Shema, from the Hebrew word for “hear”:

“Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God [Hebrew: Elohim], the LORD is one! You shall love the LORD your
God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your strength.” (Deuteronomy 6:4-5)

This is not just a theological statement—it’s a declaration of loyalty. The word “one” here (Hebrew:
echad) implies a compound unity, hinting at the mystery of the Trinity even within this foundational
Jewish confession.

But the focus isn’t on theological complexity. It’s about love—a wholehearted, all-consuming love
for God:
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¢ With all your heart - Your emotions, desires, and affections.

e With all your soul - Your very being, your identity.

e With all your strength — Your energy, resources, and efforts.
Jesus Himself called this the greatest commandment (Mark 12:29-30).

Personal Application:

Is your love for God compartmentalized, or does it touch every area of your life? Loving God isn’t just
about Sunday mornings—it’s about your thoughts, your relationships, your work ethic, even how you
spend your free time.

3. Passing the Faith to the Next Generation (Deuteronomy 6:6-9)

“And these words which | command you today shall be in your heart. You shall teach them diligently
to your children...” (Deuteronomy 6:6-7)

God’s Word isn’t just for personal devotion—it’s meant to be passed on. Notice how:
o “Teachthem diligently” — Not casually or occasionally, but with intentionality.

e Talk about them... - When you sit, walk, lie down, and rise. In other words, make God part of
your everyday conversations.

God’s design for discipleship starts in the home. It’s not just about formal Bible studies; it’s about
weaving faith into the fabric of daily life.

Personal Application:

Parents, are you actively discipling your children? You don’t have to be a Bible scholar. Just share
what you’re learning, talk about God naturally, and let your life reflect His love. If you’re not a parent,
consider who you can mentor or influence spiritually.

4. The Danger of Forgetting God (Deuteronomy 6:10-15)
Moses issues a warning:

“When the LORD your God brings you into the land... houses full of good things... wells you did not
dig... vineyards and olive trees you did not plant... beware, lest you forget the LORD.” (Deuteronomy
6:10-12)

Prosperity can be more dangerous than hardship because it tempts us to rely on ourselves and
forget God. When life is good, we’re prone to spiritual amnesia.

“You shall fear the LORD your God and serve Him, and shall take oaths in His name. You shall not go
after other gods...” (Deuteronomy 6:13-14)

Personal Application:

Has comfort dulled your dependence on God? It’s easy to seek Him when we’re desperate, but do
we pursue Him with the same passion when life is smooth? Gratitude is the antidote to spiritual
complacency.
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5. Trusting God, Not Testing Him (Deuteronomy 6:16-19)
“You shall not tempt the LORD your God as you tempted Him in Massah.” (Deuteronomy 6:16)

This refers to a moment when Israel doubted God’s provision in the wilderness, demanding water
and questioning His presence (Exodus 17:1-7). Testing God means putting Him on trial, saying,
“Prove Yourself to me.”

Jesus quoted this very verse when Satan tempted Him to jump from the temple to force God to save
Him (Matthew 4:7). Jesus modeled perfect trust—faith that doesn’t demand signs.

Personal Application:
Do you ever test God with conditions like, “If You really love me, then You’ll do this for me”? Genuine
faith trusts God’s character, even when we don’t see immediate results.

6. When Your Children Ask... (Deuteronomy 6:20-25)

Moses anticipates that children will eventually ask, “What is the meaning of these testimonies,
statutes, and judgments?” (Deuteronomy 6:20)

The answer isn’t, “Because God said so.” Instead, Moses instructs them to tell the story:

“We were slaves of Pharaoh in Egypt, and the LORD brought us out with a mighty hand... to give us
this land.” (Deuteronomy 6:21-23)

The commandments make sense when rooted in the story of redemption. Obedience flows from
gratitude. God rescued Israel, and His commands were for their good.

Personal Application:
When people—especially children—ask about your faith, don’t just quote rules. Share your story. “I
was lost, but Jesus saved me.” Your testimony makes God’s truth real and relatable.

Final Reflections: Living a Life That Points to God
Deuteronomy 6 isn’t just about ancient Israel. It’s about us. It’s about:
e Loving God with all our heart, soul, and strength.
e Teachingthe next generation about His goodness.
e Guarding our hearts against spiritual complacency.
e Trusting God fully, without demanding signs.
e Sharing our redemption story with others.

God’s desire is clear: a people whose hearts are fully His. So, let’s not just read these words—let’s
live them. Let’s talk about God when we lie down, when we rise, when we walk through life’s
routines. Because the greatest legacy we can leave isn’t wealth or success—it’s a life that reflects
the love of God to everyone around us.
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