Through the Bible
Daily Reading Companion
Numbers Midianites

The Midianites were a nomadic people in the Bible, descended from Midian, one of the sons of
Abraham through his wife Keturah (Genesis 25:1-2). This makes them distant relatives of the
Israelites. Despite this connection, the Midianites often appear as adversaries of Israel throughout
the Old Testament.

Key Biblical References to the Midianites:

1.

Abraham’s Descendants (Genesis 25:1-4):
The Midianites originated from Midian, Abraham's son with Keturah. They settled in regions
east of the Jordan River and the Sinai Peninsula.

Joseph’s Story (Genesis 37:28):
When Joseph's brothers sold him into slavery, it was Midianite traders (sometimes referred
to interchangeably with Ishmaelites) who transported him to Egypt.

Moses and Midian (Exodus 2:15-22):

After fleeing Egypt, Moses found refuge in Midian. He married Zipporah, the daughter of
Jethro (also called Reuel), who was a priest of Midian. Jethro later gave Moses wise counsel
on leadership (Exodus 18).

Midian’s Hostility Toward Israel (Numbers 22-25, 31):

The Midianites became hostile during Israel's wilderness journey. They allied with Moab
when Balak, the king of Moab, hired Balaam to curse Israel. When that failed, Balaam
advised using Midianite women to seduce the Israelite men into idolatry and immorality,
leading to God’s judgment (Numbers 25). This event led to the divine command for Israel to
wage war against Midian (Numbers 31).

Oppression in the Time of the Judges (Judges 6-8):

The Midianites oppressed Israel during the time of Gideon, raiding crops and livestock. God
raised Gideon to deliver Israel, defeating the Midianite army with only 300 men through
God's intervention.

Theological Significance:

Symbol of Spiritual Compromise:
The Midianites symbolize the dangers of spiritual compromise and idolatry. Their seduction
of Israel into worshiping Baal of Peor led to a devastating plague (Numbers 25).

God’s Judgment:
Their eventual defeat reflects God’s judgment on nations that lead His people into sin and
idolatry.

Mixed Relations:
The relationship with Midian is complex: while some Midianites, like Jethro, were allies and
even priests of God, others were enemies leading Israel astray.
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Personal Application:

The story of the Midianites reminds us of the subtle dangers of compromise. They didn’t confront
Israel with swords initially but with seduction, leading to spiritual decline. It’s a cautionary tale about
guarding our hearts and remaining faithful to God amidst cultural and moral pressures.
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