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Numbers 30:1-16 

As we move into Numbers chapter 30, we encounter the laws concerning vows made to the Lord. 
This chapter provides guidelines for the Israelites on the seriousness of making promises to God and 
the circumstances under which these vows could be upheld or annulled. 

The Seriousness of Vows (Verses 1-2) 

Moses begins by emphasizing the weight of one's words when making a vow to the Lord: 

• "When a man makes a vow to the LORD or takes an oath to bind himself by a pledge, he 
shall not break his word. He shall do according to all that proceeds out of his mouth." 
(Numbers 30:2) 

Vows were voluntary acts of devotion or promises made in times of distress. God did not require 
vows, but if one was made, it had to be kept. The Bible even states in Ecclesiastes 5:5, "It is better 
not to vow than to make a vow and not fulfill it." This underscores the importance of integrity and 
faithfulness in our commitments, especially those made to God. 

Vows Made by Women (Verses 3-16) 

The chapter outlines specific rules for vows made by women, considering the authority structures 
within the family: 

1. Young Women in Their Father's House (Verses 3-5): 

o If a young woman living under her father’s authority makes a vow, her father has the 
right to nullify it upon hearing it. If he remains silent, the vow stands. 

2. Married Women (Verses 6-8): 

o A married woman's vow can be annulled by her husband if he disapproves upon 
hearing it. If he remains silent, the vow becomes binding. 

3. Widows and Divorced Women (Verse 9): 

o Widows and divorced women are fully accountable for their vows since they are not 
under the authority of a husband or father. Their vows are binding. 

4. Engaged Women (Verses 10-15): 

o Similar to married women, if an engaged woman makes a vow, her fiancé can 
disallow it. If he remains silent, the vow stands. 
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Personal Application 

1. The Power of Our Words: 

o This chapter reminds us that our words carry weight. In a culture where promises are 
often made lightly, God calls us to be people of integrity. Jesus affirmed this in 
Matthew 5:37: *"Let your 'Yes' be 'Yes,' and your 'No,' 'No.'" 

2. Consider Before Committing: 

o It’s easy to make promises in moments of emotion or desperation, but Numbers 30 
teaches us to pause and consider the implications of our commitments. Whether it’s 
a vow to God, a promise to a friend, or a commitment at work, thoughtful reflection 
should precede any pledge. 

3. Accountability in Relationships: 

o The provision for fathers and husbands to annul vows wasn’t about control but about 
protection. In biblical times, this safeguarded women from rash decisions, reflecting 
the importance of accountability. Today, we benefit from having trusted advisors—
spouses, mentors, or friends—who help us make wise commitments. 

4. Faithfulness Reflects God’s Character: 

o God is always faithful to His promises. As His followers, our faithfulness in keeping 
our word reflects His nature to the world. When we honor our commitments, we 
mirror the reliability and trustworthiness of our Heavenly Father. 

Final Reflection 

Numbers 30 may seem like a legalistic chapter, but it holds timeless truths about the value of 
integrity, the weight of our words, and the importance of accountability. As believers, let’s strive to 
be people whose promises are trustworthy, whose commitments are thoughtful, and whose lives 
reflect the faithfulness of God. 

"If a man makes a vow to the LORD or takes an oath to bind himself by a pledge, he shall not break 
his word. He shall do according to all that proceeds out of his mouth." (Numbers 30:2) 

May we honor our words and reflect God's faithfulness in all we do. 

 

 


