Through the Bible
Daily Reading Companion
Numbers Chapter 28

Numbers 28:1-31
The Daily Offerings (Numbers 28:1-8)

In Numbers 28, God reaffirms His instructions to Moses concerning the regular offerings that were
to be presented to Him. The chapter begins with the Lord commanding Moses to speak to the
Israelites, emphasizing the importance of offerings made by fire as “a pleasing aroma” to the Lord.

Each day, without fail, the Israelites were to offer two male lambs, a year old and without defect.
One lamb was to be sacrificed in the morning and the other at twilight. Alongside these lambs, a
grain offering mixed with finely ground flour and pressed olive oil, as well as a drink offering of strong
wine, was to be presented. This practice was not just a ritual; it symbolized the people's continuous
dependence on God and their devotion to Him.

Personal Application: The daily offerings remind us of the importance of consistency in our
relationship with God. Just as the Israelites offered sacrifices morning and evening, we are called to
maintain regular communication with God through prayer, reading God’s word, worship, and
reflection. Our lives, filled with moments of gratitude, repentance, and dedication, become like a
“pleasing aroma” to the Lord. Consider establishing daily rhythms of prayer and thanksgiving,
anchoring your day in God’s presence from morning to evening.

Sabbath Offerings (Numbers 28:9-10)

In addition to the daily sacrifices, special offerings were required for the Sabbath. On this holy day of
rest, the Israelites were to offer two additional lambs, along with grain and drink offerings. The
Sabbath offerings served as a weekly reminder of God’s provision, rest, and covenant with His
people.

Personal Application: The Sabbath was a sacred time set apart for rest and worship. In our busy
lives, it’s easy to neglect the importance of rest, both physically and spiritually. Taking a day to
pause, reflect, and reconnect with God helps us realign our hearts and minds with His purposes.
How do you honor rest in your life? Consider setting aside intentional time each week to focus on
God, family, and rejuvenation.

Monthly Offerings (Numbers 28:11-15)

At the beginning of each new month (the New Moon), additional sacrifices were to be made. These
included two young bulls, one ram, and seven male lambs, all without defect, accompanied by grain
and drink offerings. A sin offering of a male goat was also required. These offerings marked new
beginnings, recognizing God’s sovereignty over time and seasons.

Personal Application: New months often represent fresh starts. Just as the Israelites acknowledged
God at the start of each month, we can use these moments to reflect on the past, seek God’s
guidance for the future, and recommit our lives to Him. Consider setting goals, offering prayers of
dedication, and seeking God’s wisdom as each new month begins.
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Passover and the Feast of Unleavened Bread (Numbers 28:16-25)

God then outlines the offerings for significant annual festivals, starting with Passover on the 14th
day of the first month. The following seven days marked the Feast of Unleavened Bread, during
which daily offerings of two young bulls, one ram, and seven male lambs were required, along with
grain and drink offerings. A sin offering was also included each day.

Passover commemorated Israel’s deliverance from Egypt, a powerful reminder of God’s salvation
and faithfulness. The Feast of Unleavened Bread symbolized the call to live holy lives, free from the
“leaven” of sin.

Personal Application: These festivals highlight the importance of remembering and celebrating
God’s work in our lives. Regularly recalling God’s faithfulness strengthens our faith and gratitude.
How do you commemorate God’s faithfulness in your life? Consider creating personal traditions,
such as journaling answered prayers, celebrating spiritual milestones, or hosting gatherings to share
testimonies of God’s goodness.

The Feast of Weeks (Pentecost) (Numbers 28:26-31)

The chapter concludes with instructions for the Feast of Weeks, also known as Pentecost. This
festival occurred seven weeks after Passover and celebrated the first fruits of the harvest. Offerings
included two young bulls, one ram, and seven male lambs, along with grain and drink offerings and a
sin offering.

Pentecost was a time of thanksgiving, recognizing God as the source of all blessings and provision.

Personal Application: Gratitude is a central theme of Pentecost. In our lives, practicing gratitude
shifts our focus from what we lack to recognizing God’s abundant blessings. Take time to reflect on
the “first fruits” in your life—whether they be achievements, relationships, or personal growth—and
offer heartfelt thanks to God. Consider keeping a gratitude journal to regularly acknowledge and
celebrate God’s provision.

Final Thoughts: Numbers 28 reinforces the importance of regular, intentional worship and the
acknowledgment of God in every aspect of life—daily, weekly, monthly, and annually. While we no
longer offer animal sacrifices, our lives can be living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God (Romans
12:1). Through consistent prayer, gratitude, and acts of service, we honor God and deepen our
relationship with Him.
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