Through the Bible
Daily Reading Companion
Numbers Chapter 24

God’s Plans Prevail—No One Can Reverse His Blessing

By this point, Balaam had finally realized that God was determined to bless Israel, and nothing he
did could change that (Numbers 24:1). So instead of trying to manipulate God through sorcery or
enchantments as he had before, he simply looked out over Israel’s camp—and something
amazing happened. The Spirit of God came upon him (Numbers 24:2).

When Balaam saw Israel arranged by their tribes, he was overwhelmed. The presence of God was in
their midst, symbolized by the tabernacle at the center of the camp. And this time, he didn’t just
speak words—he had a vision of the Almighty!

Application: Surrender to God Instead of Fighting Him

How often do we try to twist God’s will to fit our own desires? Balaam spent so much time trying to
work around God's plan, but the moment he stopped fighting and simply observed what God was
doing, the Spirit of God came upon him.

Instead of resisting God’s plans, what if we just opened our eyes to see His hand at work? Many
times, we exhaust ourselves trying to manipulate situations to get what we want, when all along,
God has a better plan in motion.

Personal reflection: Are you fighting against God’s will in some area of your life? Instead of striving,
take a step back and ask: "What is God already doing?" You might find that His blessings are
already unfolding before you.

God’s Blessings Are Beautiful
Balaam’s prophecy paints a stunning picture of Israel’s blessed future:
“How beautiful are your tents, O Jacob, and your dwellings, O Israel!” (Numbers 24:5).
He describes Israel as:
e Lush gardens by ariver
e Strong cedar trees
e Apeople overflowing with blessings

Balaam even prophesies about a King and a Kingdom that would rise from Israel—a clear
reference to the coming Messiah, Jesus Christ (Numbers 24:7).

Application: God’s Plan for You Is Good

What Balaam saw in Israel is what God desires for every believer—to be rooted in Him,
flourishing, and overflowing with blessing.
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Personal reflection: Does your life look like a well-watered garden, full of peace and joy? Or are you
spiritually dry, trying to make things happen in your own strength? God’s best for you comes when
you stay connected to Him—just like a tree planted by the water.

God Defends His People
Balaam then declares:
“Blessed is the one who blesses you, and cursed is the one who curses you.” (Numbers 24:9).

This was the same promise God gave to Abraham back in Genesis 12:3—and it still holds true
today.

When Balak heard this, he was furious! He clapped his hands in frustration and basically said, "I
hired you to curse these people, not bless them!" (Numbers 24:10-11).

But Balaam responded:
“] told you—I can only speak what God puts in my mouth.”

Application: Trust God’s Protection

If you are in Christ, no one can curse what God has blessed. Others may try to tear you down, but
if God is for you, no one can stand against you (Romans 8:31).

Personal reflection: Are you living in fear of what people think of you? Do you let negativity or
criticism shake your confidence? You are blessed by God, and no one can reverse that! Walk in
the security of God’s favor over your life.

A Prophecy of the Coming Messiah
Before leaving, Balaam gives one final prophecy—and this one is the most powerful of all. He says:

“l see Him, but not now; | behold Him, but He is not near. A Star will come out of Jacob, and a
Scepter will rise out of Israel.” (Numbers 24:17).

This is a prophecy about Jesus Christ—the coming King, the Star of Jacob, who would one day
establish His eternal Kingdom.

Balaam goes on to declare victory over Israel’s enemies, including Edom, Amalek, and Asshur.
Every power that rises against God’s people will ultimately fall.

Application: Jesus is the King Who Reigns Forever

Balaam saw a glimpse of Jesus from afar, but we have the privilege of knowing Him personally
today.

Personal reflection: Do you live with the awareness that Jesus is your King? Is He the central focus
of your life? The same Scepter that Balaam prophesied is the one we worship today—King Jesus,
who reigns forever.
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The Warning of Balaam—Don't Let Greed Lead You Astray

At first glance, Balaam seems to have done well—he refused to curse Israel, he spoke only what God
told him, and he even prophesied about Jesus. But his story doesn’t end well.

Later, in Numbers 31:16, we find out that Balaam gave wicked advice to Balak. When he couldn’t
curse Israel directly, he found another way to bring them down—by encouraging Moabite women
to seduce the Israelite men into sin and idolatry.

The New Testament repeatedly warns us about "the way of Balaam"—his greed and compromise:
e 2 Peter 2:15 - Balaam "loved the wages of unrighteousness."
e Jude 1:11 - Some have "rushed for profit into Balaam’s error."
e Revelation 2:14 — Balaam "taught Balak to lead Israel into sin."
Balaam’s downfall came because he valued money and power over obedience to God.
Application: Guard Your Heart Against Greed and Compromise

Balaam’s story is a warning: Just because someone speaks truth doesn’t mean their heart is
right with God. Balaam knew God’s will but still found a way to go against it for personal gain.

Personal reflection:
e Areyoutempted to compromise in small ways for personal gain?
o Do you seekrecognition or success over obedience to God?
o Is greed pulling you away from a pure heart before the Lord?
Final Takeaway: God's Blessings Are Unstoppable
Numbers 24 reminds us of these powerful truths:
1. God’s blessing cannot be reversed - If He has spoken over your life, no one can change it.

2. We flourish when we align with God's plan - Stop fighting against God’s will and start
trusting His direction.

3. Jesus is the ultimate fulfillment of God’s promise — The Star of Jacob has come, and He
reigns forever.

4. Beware of compromise — Balaam started well but ended in destruction because he let
greed control his heart.

Personal reflection: Which of these truths do you need to apply to your life today?
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