
Through the Bible 
Daily Reading Companion 

Numbers Chapter 10 
 

 
Unless noted otherwise all Scripture is taken from the New King James Version. Copyright © 1982   Copyright © 2025-2026 by 
By Thomas Nelson, Inc. Used with permission. All rights reserved.   Paul Duarte All Rights Reserved Worldwide 
  This teaching is provided freely to all. 
   It is illegal to sell copies or used the material for profit. 
  “Freely you have received, freely give.” (Matthew 10:8—NKJV) 

1 
 

Hearing God’s Call and Following His Lead  

The Call to Assemble and Advance 

In Numbers 10, God commanded Moses to make two silver trumpets. These weren’t just 
instruments for music; they were tools for communication. The trumpets were used to call the 
people together, direct them in battle, and signal when it was time to move. A single blast gathered 
the leaders, while multiple blasts signaled the tribes to advance or prepare for war. 

Think about this: over a million people journeying through the wilderness needed clear direction. 
Without an organized system, there would be confusion, delay, and potential disaster. The trumpets 
provided unity and order, ensuring that no one was left behind. 

Personal Application: 

God still calls His people to assemble, to advance, and to be prepared for battle. His voice may not 
come through a silver trumpet, but He speaks through His Word, the Holy Spirit, and godly counsel. 
Are we listening? Are we sensitive to His call? When God signals us to move, whether it's a new 
opportunity, a change in direction, or a call to serve, do we respond? Or do we hesitate? 

Paul tells us in 1 Corinthians 14:8, "For if the trumpet makes an uncertain sound, who will prepare 
for battle?" We need to be spiritually alert, ready to follow God's leading at a moment’s notice. And 
just like Israel, we must advance together in unity—not as lone travelers, but as a community of 
faith. 

The Journey Begins 

On the twentieth day of the second month, the cloud lifted from the tabernacle, and the Israelites 
set out. The entire camp—after months of preparation—was now on the move toward the Promised 
Land. The Levites carried the tabernacle, and the Ark of the Covenant went before them to find a 
resting place. 

Imagine the excitement! God was finally leading them toward the land He had promised. But also 
imagine the uncertainty—leaving the familiar behind, trusting that God’s presence would guide 
them through unknown territory. 

Personal Application: 

How often do we experience this in our own lives? We sense God leading us in a new direction—
whether in our relationships, careers, or spiritual growth—but stepping into the unknown is 
challenging. The Israelites had to trust that wherever the cloud led, it was for their good. 

Likewise, when God calls us to move forward, we must trust that He has already gone ahead to 
prepare the way. The Ark of the Covenant went before Israel, just as Jesus goes before us, preparing 
a path and securing our future. Are we willing to trust His guidance, even when the destination is 
unclear? 
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A Missed Opportunity 

Moses invited his father-in-law, Hobab, to journey with Israel, promising that God’s blessings would 
extend to him as well. But Hobab declined, choosing instead to return to his homeland. 

Personal Application: 

How many times have we seen people turn away from God’s calling because they preferred what 
was comfortable and familiar? God offers us an invitation—to walk with Him, to share in His 
blessings—but not everyone says yes. Are we clinging to what is safe and predictable, or are we 
stepping out in faith to receive what God has promised? 

God’s Protection in the Wilderness 

Whenever the Ark set out, Moses declared, “Rise up, O Lord! Let your enemies be scattered!” And 
when they camped, he prayed, “Return, O Lord, to the thousands of Israel” (Numbers 10:35-36). 

Moses recognized that their journey depended entirely on God’s presence and protection. Without 
Him, they were vulnerable; with Him, they were victorious. 

Personal Application: 

Every day, we step into a spiritual battlefield. Like Moses, we need to begin our days with a prayer of 
dependence: 

➡ “Rise up, O Lord!”—Go before me today. Scatter the enemy. Protect me from sin, fear, and 
discouragement. 
➡ “Return, O Lord!”—At the end of the day, dwell with me. Be my peace and rest. 

God was leading Israel to the Promised Land, but their journey required faith, obedience, and 
patience. The same is true for us. The path may be uncertain, but if we stay in step with Him—
moving when He moves and resting when He rests—we can be confident that we are right where we 
need to be. 

Let’s trust His leading, and follow Him with faith. 

 

 


