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Serving God the Right Way 

In Numbers 4, God gives specific instructions to the tribe of Levi for how they were to transport the 
sacred pieces of the tabernacle whenever Israel moved through the wilderness. Each family within 
the tribe of Levi—Kohath, Gershon, and Merari—was assigned unique responsibilities, and their 
duties were both detailed and intentional. This chapter isn’t just about logistics; it’s about 
obedience, reverence, and serving God in the way He has designed. 

The Kohathites: Handling Holy Things with Reverence 

The family of Kohath was tasked with carrying the most sacred items: the Ark of the Covenant, the 
table of showbread, the lampstand, and the altars. But before they could do their part, Aaron and his 
sons had to carefully cover these holy objects with layers of cloth and animal skins. The Kohathites 
were forbidden to touch or even look at these items directly—doing so would result in death 
(Numbers 4:15, 20). Their job was to carry the items using poles, ensuring they followed God’s 
instructions exactly. 

This reminds us that approaching God’s presence isn’t something to take lightly. Reverence matters. 
Sometimes, in our eagerness to serve God, we might rush ahead without considering His 
instructions. Are there areas in your life where you might be trying to do the right thing but in the 
wrong way? God calls us to follow Him not just with good intentions but with obedience. 

Lessons from the Kohathites: 

• God cares about details. Every instruction, from how to wrap the Ark to who could carry it, 
was intentional. In your own life, God’s Word provides specific guidance for how to live and 
serve Him. Are you taking time to seek His direction, even in the small things? 

• Reverence is essential. Just as the Kohathites couldn’t treat the holy items casually, we 
shouldn’t approach God’s commands or presence with a casual attitude. Do you treat your 
time with God—prayer, worship, Bible study—with the honor it deserves? 

Gershon and Merari: Supporting Roles Matter 

The Gershonites carried the curtains, coverings, and hangings of the tabernacle, while the Merarites 
were responsible for the heavy framework—boards, pillars, sockets, and pins. These tasks might not 
seem as glamorous as carrying the Ark, but they were essential. Without the curtains and 
framework, the tabernacle couldn’t function as God’s dwelling place. 

This is a powerful reminder that every role in God’s kingdom matters. Not everyone is called to be in 
the spotlight, like Aaron or the Kohathites, but the work done behind the scenes is just as important. 
Whether you’re setting up chairs at church, encouraging a friend, or praying for someone in need, 
your role is valuable. 
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Lessons from Gershon and Merari: 

• There’s no small job in God’s plan. Just as the tabernacle needed both the Ark and the 
framework, the church and God’s kingdom need every kind of gift and service. Are you 
serving faithfully, even in roles that feel unseen? 

• God sees and rewards faithfulness. The Gershonites and Merarites may not have carried 
the Ark, but their work enabled the entire tabernacle to function. Don’t underestimate the 
eternal impact of your faithfulness in small things. 

David’s Lesson: Doing the Right Thing the Right Way 

Later in Israel’s history, King David learned firsthand the importance of following God’s instructions. 
When the Ark of the Covenant was being returned to Israel, David initially had it placed on an ox cart, 
which was not the way God commanded it to be carried. When the oxen stumbled, a man named 
Uzzah reached out to steady the Ark and was struck dead for touching it. This shook David, but it 
taught him a crucial lesson: even good intentions don’t excuse disobedience. When David later 
brought the Ark to Jerusalem, he followed God’s instructions, and the celebration was joyful and 
blessed (2 Samuel 6). 

This story challenges us to evaluate whether we’re following God’s Word in both our actions and our 
methods. Are there areas in your life where you’re cutting corners or relying on your own way instead 
of God’s? True worship and service require both sincerity and obedience. 

Personal Application: Serving God Today 

Numbers 4 gives us a blueprint for serving God faithfully and reverently. Here are a few ways to apply 
these lessons to your life: 

1. Discover your role. Just as each Levite family had a specific assignment, God has given you 
unique gifts and opportunities to serve Him. What are your spiritual gifts? How can you use 
them to glorify God? 

2. Be faithful in the small things. Whether your role feels big or small, serve with all your 
heart, knowing that every task matters to God. 

3. Approach God with reverence. Take time to reflect on how you approach God in prayer, 
worship, and service. Are you giving Him your best? 

4. Follow God’s Word. Like David learned, doing the right thing requires doing it God’s way. The 
end does not justify the means. Are there areas in your life where you need to align your 
actions with His instructions? 

Final Thoughts 

The Levites’ responsibilities may seem far removed from our lives today, but the principles behind 
their service are timeless. God values obedience, faithfulness, and reverence. Whether you’re called 
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to carry something sacred like the Ark or something practical like a curtain, your role is part of His 
bigger plan. 

Ask yourself: Am I serving God the way He’s called me to? Am I honoring Him with my actions, my 
attitude, and my obedience? Remember, when we serve God His way, we not only fulfill our purpose 
but also reflect His glory to the world around us. 

 

 


