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Leviticus 27: Vows, Promises, and Putting God First 

Leviticus 27 dives into what it means to dedicate something—or someone—to God. Back then, 
people could make vows, offering themselves, their land, animals, or other possessions to the Lord. 
But these vows came with serious accountability: if you made a promise to God, you couldn’t just 
take it back without a cost. 

Making Promises to God 

God starts by addressing personal vows—when someone says, “God, I’m giving You this part of my 
life.” If they later wanted to “buy back” what they’d offered, they had to pay its value plus 20%. This 
wasn’t about punishment; it was about teaching people to take their commitments seriously. 

For Us: 
Be careful about making promises to God. It’s easy to say, “God, if You help me, I’ll do this,” but how 
often do we follow through? Instead of making big, emotional commitments, focus on small, faithful 
steps of obedience. 

The Firstborn and Tithes Belong to God 

God declared that the firstborn of every animal and a tenth (the tithe) of everything belonged to Him. 
If someone wanted to keep what they’d promised, they could redeem it by paying its value plus 20%. 

For Us: 
The principle here is that God deserves our best—not our leftovers. Whether it’s your time, money, or 
talents, the first part should go to Him. This isn’t about a rigid rule; it’s about trust. When we 
prioritize God, He takes care of the rest. 

No “Substitutions” with God 

God didn’t allow people to substitute a better or worse offering after making a vow. If they tried to 
cheat by offering a lesser animal or item, both the original and the substitute belonged to God. 

For Us: 
Integrity matters. When you give something to God—whether it’s your time, energy, or resources—
follow through. Don’t cut corners or second-guess your commitment. 

Jesus and the New Covenant 

The chapter ends Leviticus with a reminder of how serious the old covenant was. But here’s the good 
news: through Jesus, we now live under a new covenant. While the old system depended on people 
keeping the law perfectly (spoiler: they didn’t), the new covenant is all about God’s faithfulness. 
Jesus fulfilled the law so we could live in freedom and grace. 

For Us: 
You don’t have to earn God’s love or approval. Jesus already did the work. Your role? Trust Him, 
follow Him, and let His grace guide your life. 
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Personal Application 

1. Think Before You Promise: 
Don’t rush into making big commitments to God. Instead, let your actions show your 
devotion. Start with simple, consistent habits like daily prayer, Bible reading, or serving 
others. 

2. Give God Your Best: 
What does “giving God your first” look like for you? Maybe it’s starting your day with Him, 
offering the best of your talents in service, or being generous with your finances. 

3. Be Honest in Your Commitments: 
If you’ve said “yes” to God in any area of your life, stick with it. Let your word mean 
something. 

4. Live in Grace: 
Remember, you’re not under a system of rules but a relationship of grace. If you mess up, 
don’t beat yourself up—turn to Jesus, who already paid the price for your failures. 

Final Thought 

Leviticus 27 reminds us that God takes our commitments seriously, but it also points to the 
incredible grace we now have through Jesus. Living for God is about surrendering your heart, trusting 
His faithfulness, and giving Him your best. 

This week, reflect on what you’ve “dedicated” to God. Are there areas where you’ve held back or 
tried to take back control? Surrender them again, trusting that when you put God first, He’ll handle 
the rest. 

 

 


