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Leviticus 21: God’s Standards for Priests 

In Leviticus 21, God lays out some special rules for the priests, who had a unique job: they were the 
bridge between God and the people. A priest represented the people before God by offering 
sacrifices, and then turned around and represented God to the people by teaching and guiding 
them. It’s like being a middleman for something sacred—you couldn’t just wing it. This chapter 
emphasizes how their lives needed to reflect their calling. 

What Made Priests Different? 

Priests weren’t just ordinary people—they had to live by higher standards. Why? Because they 
represented a holy God. Here are some key takeaways: 

1. No Contact with Dead Bodies: Priests could only attend to the dead if it was immediate 
family. Why? Touching a dead body made someone ceremonially unclean, and they needed 
to stay pure to serve God. 

2. Personal Appearance: Priests couldn’t shave their heads in certain ways, cut their beards 
oddly, or mark their bodies. These practices were often tied to pagan rituals. God wanted His 
priests to look different because they served a different God. 

3. Marriage Rules: Priests couldn’t marry just anyone—they had to marry someone who was 
pure and set apart, reflecting their holy calling. 

4. Physical Wholeness: Certain physical conditions, like blindness or deformities, disqualified 
someone from being a priest. This wasn’t about God rejecting people but about His 
standards for those who approached Him in worship. 

Why Does This Matter Today? 

You’re probably thinking, "Cool, but I’m not a priest. How does this relate to me?" Fair point. But 
here’s the thing: in the New Testament, Peter calls all believers a “royal priesthood” (1 Peter 2:9). 
That means if you follow Jesus, you’re called to represent Him to the world. So, these principles 
about holiness and being set apart still apply. 

• Holiness: Being “holy” means living differently—not blending into the crowd but reflecting 
God’s love and character. What does that look like in your life? 

• Standards: Just like priests had to live by a higher standard, we’re called to make choices 
that honor God. It’s not about being perfect; it’s about striving to live in a way that shows who 
we belong to. 

Personal Application 

1. Set the Example: Whether it’s how you treat others, the way you speak, or what you post 
online, think about how you represent God. People are watching—be the kind of person who 
inspires others to want to know Jesus. 
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2. Stay Spiritually Clean: Just like priests had to avoid defilement, we need to avoid things that 
pollute our hearts and minds. What are you letting in—through music, shows, or 
relationships—that might pull you away from God? 

3. Live Set Apart: You don’t have to follow the crowd. Whether it’s standing up for what’s right 
or making tough decisions, remember that being “different” for God is worth it. 

God’s priests had to be physically whole, but through Jesus, we can approach God no matter what 
our flaws are. This week, reflect on Hebrews 4:14-16, which reminds us that Jesus is our ultimate 
High Priest who understands us and makes a way for us to come to God. 

Final Thought 

God’s rules for priests weren’t about being unfair—they were about creating a community that 
pointed back to Him. As believers, we’re called to do the same. So, how can you live this week in a 
way that reflects God’s love and holiness to the people around you? 

 

 


