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Leviticus 16:1-34 

The Holiest Day: Yom Kippur (The Day of Atonement) 

Leviticus 16 lays out the most sacred day in the Jewish calendar: Yom Kippur, or the Day of 
Atonement. It’s the one day a year when the high priest would enter the Holy of Holies, the most 
sacred part of the Tabernacle, to make atonement for the sins of the entire nation. 

God’s instructions are super detailed because this wasn’t just a ritual—it was about how sinful 
people could approach a holy God. 

The Process (Verses 1-19) 

1. Preparation of the High Priest: 
The high priest had to offer a sacrifice for his own sins first (because unlike Jesus, he wasn’t 
perfect). He wore simple linen robes instead of his usual fancy high priestly garments. 

2. Sacrifices for the People: 
Two goats were central to the ceremony: 

o One goat was sacrificed as a sin offering, representing the payment for sin. 

o The other goat, called the scapegoat, symbolized the removal of sin. The priest 
would lay his hands on this goat, confess all the sins of Israel over it, and then 
release it into the wilderness. 

3. The Holy of Holies: 
The high priest entered the Holy of Holies three times: once to make atonement for himself 
and twice to make atonement for the people. Blood was sprinkled on the mercy seat (the top 
of the Ark of the Covenant), symbolizing that sin had been covered. 

The Bigger Picture: Jesus in Yom Kippur 

Yom Kippur is a shadow of what Jesus would do for us. 

• The high priest points to Jesus, our ultimate High Priest. 

• The blood of the goat points to Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross. 

• The scapegoat points to how Jesus takes away our sins, never to be remembered again. 

Unlike the annual Day of Atonement, Jesus’ sacrifice was once and for all (Hebrews 10:12). He 
opened the way for us to approach God directly, not through rituals or sacrifices, but through faith in 
Him. 
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How Does This Apply to Us? 

1. Jesus Is Our Way to God: The Day of Atonement reminds us that sin separates us from God, 
but Jesus made a way for us to be forgiven and come close to Him. 

o Application: Are you carrying guilt or shame? Bring it to Jesus. His sacrifice has 
already covered your sins. 

2. Sin is Serious: The detailed process shows how seriously God takes sin. It’s not something 
we can shrug off or ignore—it requires repentance and atonement. 

o Application: Take a moment to examine your life. Is there anything you need to 
confess and surrender to God? 

3. Freedom from Sin: The scapegoat being released into the wilderness is a powerful picture 
of how Jesus removes our sins. They’re gone, never to return. 

o Application: Are you living in the freedom Jesus offers, or are you still holding onto 
past mistakes? Trust that when God forgives, He forgets. 

4. Rejoice in Grace: The people of Israel celebrated when the scapegoat was sent away, 
symbolizing their sins were gone. We can celebrate even more because Jesus’ sacrifice is 
final and complete. 

o Application: Spend time thanking God for His grace and forgiveness. Let it fuel your 
joy and your desire to live for Him. 

Final Thought 

Yom Kippur teaches us that approaching God isn’t something we can do on our own. It requires a 
perfect sacrifice, and Jesus has already provided that for us. The work is finished—you don’t have to 
strive or perform to earn God’s love. 

Personal Challenge 

1. Reflect on Jesus’ Sacrifice: Take time this week to read Hebrews 10 and see how it 
connects to Yom Kippur. Let it remind you of how much Jesus has done for you. 

2. Live in Freedom: Just as the scapegoat symbolized sins being removed, remember that 
Jesus has taken your sins away. Don’t live weighed down by guilt—walk in the freedom He 
offers. 

3. Share the Good News: The Day of Atonement was about the entire nation being forgiven. 
Who in your life needs to hear about the forgiveness and freedom Jesus offers? 

Jesus is our ultimate High Priest, our sacrifice, and our freedom. Are you living in the reality of what 
He’s done for you? 
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