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Leviticus 10:1-20 

The Mistake That Cost Everything (Verses 1-3) 

Aaron’s sons, Nadab and Abihu, thought they could freestyle their worship. They grabbed their 
incense burners, lit them up, and offered what the Bible calls “strange fire”—basically, worship in a 
way God didn’t command. The result? Fire from heaven consumed them, and they dropped dead. 

Why such a severe response? God had just revealed His glory in an epic way, and these guys tried to 
hijack the moment for attention. God made it clear: He’s not about sharing His glory. 

Application: Worship isn’t about us. It’s not about showing off how spiritual we are or making 
ourselves the center of attention. It’s about pointing to God. Are there moments in your life where 
you’ve tried to make it about you instead of Him? Check your heart when you serve or worship—
make sure it’s about God, not you. 

Today, a lot of people push back against Jesus' bold claim: “I am the way, the truth, and the life. 
No one comes to the Father except through Me” (John 14:6). Instead, they choose to believe the 
idea that all religions lead to God. But here’s the problem with that thinking: there’s only one true 
God, and only He gets to decide how we can connect with Him. 

That way is through Jesus and His sacrifice. When Jesus hung on the cross, all our sins were placed 
on Him. He shed His blood to pay the price for our sin—a price we could never pay on our own. 
Trying to reach God through any other method—whether through rituals, good works, or another 
belief system—is like offering Him “strange fire.” It might look spiritual, but it’s not what God asked 
for. 

Bottom line: Jesus isn’t just one way to God—He’s the way. His sacrifice isn’t just a suggestion; it’s 
the only bridge between us and God. The real question is, are you trusting in Jesus or trying to find 
your own path? 

God’s Holiness is Serious (Verses 4-7) 

Moses calls for Nadab and Abihu’s bodies to be carried out of the camp, and then he tells Aaron and 
his remaining sons not to publicly mourn. It seems harsh, but Moses explains: God’s justice is 
perfect. Mourning would send the wrong message, as if God had done something unfair. 

Application: God’s holiness isn’t something to play around with. He’s loving, but He’s also just. 
When we approach Him, we need to remember who we’re dealing with—a God who deserves 
respect and reverence. How do you treat your time with God? Is it casual and distracted, or do you 
recognize His holiness? 
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Stay Sober-Minded (Verses 8-11) 

God gives a direct command to Aaron and his sons: No drinking when you’re serving in the 
Tabernacle. Why? Because worshiping God requires a clear mind. It’s hinted that Nadab and Abihu 
might have been under the influence, which could explain their reckless actions. 

Application: You can’t fully serve or worship God if your mind is clouded—whether it’s by 
substances, distractions, or unhealthy habits. Is there something in your life clouding your focus on 
God? Take steps to clear it out so you can fully connect with Him. 

Worship is Your Reasonable Service (Verses 12-20) 

Moses instructs Aaron and his sons to eat the leftover offerings as part of their service to God. It 
wasn’t just food; it symbolized their role as priests. Even in the details of eating, they were reminded: 
Their lives were dedicated to God. 

Application: As followers of Jesus, your whole life is worship—not just Sunday mornings. Your work, 
your relationships, your choices—everything can be an act of worship when done for Him. How can 
you turn an everyday action, like studying, working, or even eating, into an act of worship? 

Lessons for Today 

1. Worship on God’s Terms: You can’t just approach God however you want. Jesus is the way, 
the truth, and the life—there’s no shortcut. (John 14:6) 

o Personal Challenge: Are you trying to “customize” your relationship with God, or are 
you fully following His way? 

2. Check Your Motives: Worship isn’t about impressing others or drawing attention to yourself. 

o Reflect: Are your actions pointing people to God or to you? 

3. Stay Clear-Minded: God wants you to approach Him with focus and clarity, not distracted or 
under any false influence. 

o Action Step: Identify one thing clouding your mind or focus and surrender it to God 
this week. 

4. Live a Life of Worship: Worship isn’t just singing or praying; it’s about dedicating your whole 
life to God. 

o Think About It: How can you bring God into the little things you do every day? 

The Big Picture 

Nadab and Abihu’s mistake wasn’t just about lighting the wrong fire—it was about forgetting God’s 
holiness and making worship about themselves. It’s a reminder that God is serious about His glory 
and our obedience. But here’s the good news: through Jesus, we have direct access to God. We 
don’t need rituals or priests; we just need a heart fully surrendered to Him. 
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Final Thought 

Let’s take worship seriously—not just in church, but in how we live every day. God’s glory is real, His 
holiness is undeniable, and His love is overwhelming. Let your life reflect Him, not you. Are you 
ready to live that out? 

 

 


