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Leviticus 4:1-35 

In Leviticus 4, God introduces the sin offering, which was all about dealing with sins committed out 
of ignorance—those "oops, I didn’t know" moments. Even when someone wasn’t aware they 
messed up, God took it seriously. Ignorance wasn’t an excuse, but God made a way for people to 
make things right. 

What’s the Difference: Sin vs. Trespass? 

Let’s clear something up: there’s a difference between sin and trespass: 

• Sin: Missing the mark, even when you’re trying your best. Think of it like aiming for a bullseye 
but still hitting outside the target. Sin is failing to live according to our God given design 
specifications. It’s unintentional but still falls short. 

• Trespass: Willfully stepping over the line. You know it’s wrong, but you do it anyway. That’s 
deliberate rebellion. 

Jesus even talked about sins of ignorance when He prayed on the cross, "Father, forgive them, for 
they don’t know what they’re doing" (Luke 23:34). Even if people don’t realize it, sin still needs to be 
addressed and forgiven. 

What Was the Sin Offering? 

If someone sinned out of ignorance, here’s what they had to do: 

1. Bring the right animal: 

o For priests or the congregation: a young bull without defects. 

o For rulers: a male goat. 

o For regular people: a female goat or lamb. 

2. Transfer the guilt: The person laid their hand on the animal’s head, symbolizing their sin 
being transferred to the animal. 

3. Sacrifice the animal: The person killed the animal, and the priest took the blood. 

4. Sprinkle the blood: The priest dipped his finger in the blood and sprinkled it seven times 
before the veil of the sanctuary. This symbolized cleansing and forgiveness. 

5. Burn the fat: The best parts of the animal (the fat, kidneys, and liver) were burned on the 
altar as an offering to God. 

6. Take the rest outside the camp: The rest of the animal, including the skin, was burned 
outside the camp. This symbolized removing sin from the community. 

  



Through the Bible 
Daily Reading Companion 
Leviticus Chapter 04 
 

 
Copyright © 2025-2026  Unless noted otherwise all Scripture is taken from the New King James Version. Copyright © 1982 
Paul Duarte All Rights Reserved Worldwide  By Thomas Nelson, Inc. Used with permission. All rights reserved. 
This teaching is provided freely to all. It is illegal to sell copies or used the material for profit. 
“Freely you have received, freely give.” (Matthew 10:8—NKJV) 
2 

Who Needed a Sin Offering? 

1. Priests: If a priest messed up, it was a big deal because they represented the people before 
God. 

2. The whole community: If the entire congregation unknowingly sinned and later realized it, 
they had to make it right. 

3. Leaders: When leaders sinned, they brought a male goat for their offering. 

4. Everyday people: If someone from the general population sinned, they brought a female 
goat or lamb. 

What’s the Point? 

Even unintentional sins broke the relationship between people and God. The sin offering was God’s 
way of saying, "I see your mistakes, and I’ve made a way to restore things." It wasn’t just about the 
ritual; it was about grace, forgiveness, and reconnecting with God. 

How Does This Apply to Us? 

Here’s the good news: We don’t need to sacrifice animals anymore because Jesus is the ultimate sin 
offering. He paid for every sin—whether out of ignorance or rebellion. But the lessons from the sin 
offering still matter: 

1. Sin is serious: Even if it’s unintentional, sin has consequences and separates us from God. 
But God’s forgiveness is always available. 

2. Acknowledge your mistakes: When you realize you’ve sinned, own up to it. God does not 
demand perfection—just honesty and repentance. 

1 John 1:8-10 If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. (9) If 
we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness. (10) If we say that we have not sinned, we make Him a liar, and His word is 
not in us. 

3. Jesus already made the way: The blood sprinkled in the sanctuary points to Jesus’ blood, 
shed once and for all, so you can have forgiveness and peace with God. 

Takeaway 

Think about your own life. Are there ways you’ve "missed the mark" without realizing it? Maybe it’s 
the way you’ve treated someone or an attitude you didn’t even know was wrong. The good news is, 
Jesus has already covered it. You don’t need to sacrifice a bull or goat—you just need to come to 
God, admit your mistake, and let Him forgive and restore you. 

Remember, God’s forgiveness isn’t just for intentional sins—it’s for the stuff you didn’t even realize 
was a problem. That’s how deep His love goes. 


