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Exodus 33 

As we look at this passage, we see a heavy moment in the history of Israel. They had sinned greatly 
with the golden calf, and now they are dealing with the fallout of a broken fellowship. You see, sin 
always brings a distance, but God, in His grace, provides a way back. 

The Repentance of the People (Exodus 33:1–6) 

In the first few verses, we see a sobering reality. The Lord tells Moses that while He will fulfill His 
promise to give them the land, He will not go up in their midst. He says, "I will send an Angel before 
you... for I will not go up in your midst, lest I consume you on the way, for you are a stiff-necked 
people." 

Can you imagine? Having the Promised Land but not having the Presence? To the world, that sounds 
like a win—getting the "stuff" without the "accountability." But to a true believer, that is "bad news." 
When the people heard this, they didn't throw a party; they mourned. 

They took off their ornaments—those very things they had used to fashion the idol—and they left 
them off. This is what real repentance looks like. It’s not just saying "I’m sorry"; it’s a change of mind 
that leads to a change of direction. They realized that the gold was nothing if God wasn't there. 

Moses' Tent of Meeting (Exodus 33:7–11) 

Now, look at verse seven. Moses took his tent and pitched it outside the camp, far from the camp, 
and called it the tabernacle of meeting. This wasn't the great Tabernacle with the gold and the 
acacia wood; that hadn't been built yet. This was a simple, provisional tent. 

Because the camp had been defiled by sin, Moses moved the place of meeting outside. It’s a 
beautiful picture: everyone who sought the Lord went out to the tabernacle of meeting. Sometimes, 
to find that deep communion with God, you have to step away from the crowd and the "camp" of 
worldly influence. 

When Moses entered, the pillar of cloud descended. The Bible says the Lord spoke to Moses face to 
face, as a man speaks to his friend. Now, we know God is Spirit, so this isn't describing His physical 
features, but rather the intimacy of the conversation. It was unhindered, direct, and honest. 

And notice that young man, Joshua. Even when Moses left, Joshua stayed. He didn't depart from the 
tabernacle. He was hungry for the presence of God. That is the secret to spiritual success: a refusal 
to leave the feet of the Lord. 

The Prayer of Moses (Exodus 33:12–23) 

In verses twelve through seventeen, we see the heart of a true shepherd. Moses tells God, "If Your 
Presence does not go with us, do not bring us up from here." Moses knew that without God, they 
were just another group of nomads in the desert. It is the presence of God that makes us distinct. 

"Safety does not consist in the absence of danger, but in the presence of God." 
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Then, Moses makes a bold request: "Please, show me Your glory." 

God, in His infinite grace, agrees to show him His goodness. But He tells Moses, "You cannot see My 
face; for no man shall see Me, and live." God is so holy, so pure, that our fallen nature cannot 
withstand the full, unveiled weight of His glory. So, God puts Moses in the cleft of a rock and covers 
him with His hand as He passes by. Moses sees the "afterglow"—the trailing edges of God's majesty. 

Seeing the Unseen God 

You might ask, "Wait, if no one can see God and live, how did Isaiah see Him? Or Jacob? Or John in 
Revelation?" 

The answer is found in the Person of Jesus Christ. Whenever people saw God in the Old Testament—
whether as the Angel of the LORD or in a vision—they were seeing a "theophany," a pre-incarnate 
appearance of the Son. 

The Gospel of John tells us that "No one has seen God at any time. The only begotten Son, who is in 
the bosom of the Father, He has declared Him" (John 1:18). Jesus is the "brightness of His glory and 
the express image of His person" (Hebrews 1:3). If you want to know what God looks like, you look at 
Jesus. When He shed His blood on the cross, He pulled back the veil. His resurrection declares to 
the entire world that He is indeed God, Savior, and Lord. 

Practical Application 

Are you trying to move forward in your life—your career, your marriage, your ministry—without 
making His presence your priority? Like the Israelites, we can be tempted to want the "milk and 
honey" without the Maker. Today, take a lesson from Moses: refuse to move a single inch unless the 
Lord goes with you. 

A Challenge for Believers 

I challenge you this week to find your "tent of meeting." Get alone with the Lord. Strip off the 
"ornaments" of distraction and compromise that have cluttered your spiritual life. Seek His face with 
the same hunger that Joshua had. 

An Invitation to the Unbeliever 

Perhaps you are realizing today that you’ve been living "inside the camp" of your own sin, separated 
from a holy God. The good news is that Jesus Christ came to bridge that gap. He shed His precious 
blood on that cross to pay the debt for your sins, and He rose again to give you a life that never ends. 

You don't have to stay at a distance. You can know Him today as your Savior and your Friend. Simply 
turn from your way, put your trust in Him, and ask Him to be the Lord of your life. He is waiting with 
open arms. 

 


