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In Exodus chapter 19, we find the children of Israel at a massive turning point. They have been out of
Egypt for three months. God has delivered them, split the Red Sea for them, and fed them with
manna. Now, they are camped at the base of Mount Sinai. This is a place of decision. It’s a place
where the Creator of the universe is going to make His intentions clear to His people.

1. Grace Before the Law

Before God gives a single commandment, notice what He says in verse four: "You have seen what |
did to the Egyptians, and how | bore you on eagles’wings and brought you to Myself." | love that.
Before God asks for their obedience, He reminds them of His deliverance. He didn’t wait for Israel to
get their act together in Egypt before He saved them. He heard their cry, reached down, and carried
them out. This is the heart of the Gospel. We don't clean ourselves up to come to God; He brings us
to Himself. The purpose of the Law of God is to reveal to us how we were created to live. It was never
intended to be a set of rule to follow to earn salvation.

As we look at the Law given here at Sinai, we need to understand its true nature. You see, the
purpose of the Law of God is to reveal to us exactly how we were created to live. It’s like an owner’s
manual for the human soul, showing us the design of the One who knit us together.

Itis so important to realize that the Law was never intended to be a set of rules to follow to earn
salvation. God didn't give the Ten Commandments to the Israelites while they were still in Egypt and
say, "If you keep these, I'll get you out." No, He delivered them by His grace first, and then He gave
them the Law to show them how to walk with Him.

The Law is a mirror—it shows us our need for a Savior because none of us can keep it perfectly. It
points us directly to the Cross, where Jesus fulfilled every requirement of the Law on our behalf.

Notice the goal: He didn't just bring them to a new land; He brought them to Himself. The goal of
your salvation is relationship with the Living God.

2. AKingdom of Priests

In verses five and six, God tells them that if they obey His voice, they will be a "special treasure” and
a "kingdom of priests.”" Now, what is a priest? A priest is a mediator. He stands before God on behalf
of the people, and he stands before the people on behalf of God.

God’s desire was for the entire nation to be so set apart, so holy, that the whole world would look at
them and see what God is like. They were to be His representatives. Today, as believers, we share
that calling. We are called to be "light" in a dark world. When people look at your life—your integrity,
your love, your peace—do they see a representation of the Father?

3. The Danger of Self-Confidence

When Moses brings this message to the people, they answer in verse eight: "All that the Lord has
spoken we will do." That is what we call a "rash promise." They had no idea what they were signing up
for. They thought they could keep God’s standards in their own strength. We often do the same thing.
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We say, "Lord, I’'ll never do that again,” or "l promise to be perfect from now on." But the Law was
never meant to save us; it was meant to show us our need for a Savior. It’s a mirror that shows us the
dirt on our faces, but the mirror can’t wash the dirt off.

4. Preparation for the Presence

God tells them to sanctify themselves for three days. They were to wash their clothes and set
themselves apart. This wasn't about the laundry; it was about the heart. It was a symbolic way of
saying, "We are preparing to meet Holy God."

When the third day came, it was terrifying. Thunder, lightning, a thick cloud, and a trumpet blast that
grew louder and louder. The mountain itself shook. Why all the fire and smoke? Because God is holy,
and man is sinful. There were boundaries set around the mountain. If even an animal touched it, it
would die. It shows us the "gap" between a Holy God and a fallen humanity. You cannot barge into
the presence of the Almighty on your own terms.

5. No Exceptions for the "Holy"

In verses 21 and 22, God warns the priests specifically to sanctify themselves. Sometimes, those of
us who have been in the church a long time, or those in leadership, start to think we have a "special
pass." We think the rules are for the "common" sinners, but we’ve arrived.

God says, "No." There is no partiality with Him. Whether you are a brand-new seeker or a seasoned
leader, the standard is the same: Holiness. We all must come the same way—through the cleansing
that only God can provide.

Practical Application: Preparing Your Heart

Are you taking your walk with the Lord seriously, or have you become "casual" with the Almighty?
The Israelites had to wash their clothes and prepare for three days. While we have access to God
through Christ, we should never lose our "holy awe" of Him.

This week, take some time to "wash your clothes" spiritually. Ask the Holy Spirit to search your heart.
Is there a habit, an attitude, or a secret sin that you’ve been letting slide? Sanctify yourself. Not to
earn His love—you already have that—but to enjoy the fellowship that comes when nothing stands
between you and your King.

A Challenge for the Believer

Israel promised to do everything God said, and they failed miserably. Our strength is not enough. The
challenge for us today is to stop trying and start yielding. Stop saying "l will do it" and start saying
"Lord, do it through me." It is only by the power of the Holy Spirit that we can live as that "kingdom of
priests" God called us to be.
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An Invitation to New Life

Maybe you’re reading this and you feel like the people at the bottom of that mountain—trembling
and afraid. You realize there is a gap between you and a Holy God that you can’t bridge. You’ve tried
to be good, you’ve tried to "wash your clothes," but you know your heart isn't right.

The good news is that what Moses couldn't do, Jesus Christ did. Moses was a mediator who went up
the mountain, but Jesus is the Great High Priest who came down from heaven. When Jesus shed His
blood on the cross, He paid the price for every time you’ve broken God's law. He took the "death
penalty" of the mountain upon Himself so that you could walk right into the presence of the Father.

The resurrection of Jesus Christ is the ultimate proof! It declares to the entire world that He is exactly
who He said He is: God, Savior, and Lord. He isn't in a grave; He is alive, and He is reaching out to
you today.

If you want to be forgiven, if you want to be part of God's "special treasure," you don't need to climb a
mountain of good works. You just need to come to the Cross. Give your life to Him today. Admit you
need Him, believe that He died for you and rose again, and ask Him to be the Lord of your life.
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