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We’ve been following the journey of the children of Israel, and we’ve just witnessed that incredible 
night of the Passover. God has brought them out of the house of bondage with a mighty hand, and 
now, as they stand on the edge of their new freedom, the Lord gives them some very specific 
instructions. 

The Lord’s Claim on the Firstborn 

In Exodus chapter thirteen, verses one and two, we read: “Then the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 
‘Sanctify to Me all the firstborn, whatever opens the womb among the children of Israel, both of man 
and beast; it is Mine.’” 

Now, think about the context here. God had just spared the firstborn of Israel while the firstborn of 
Egypt were judged. Because God spared them, He now claims them. He says, “They are Mine.” This 
wasn’t just about a religious ritual; it was a constant reminder that they belonged to the Lord 
because He had redeemed them. 

Moses tells the people in verses three and four to remember this day. He points them toward the 
future, to the land flowing with milk and honey. He instructs them to keep the Feast of Unleavened 
Bread. For seven days, they were to eat bread without leaven. Why? Because leaven in the Bible 
often represents sin or worldliness. By removing the leaven, they were making a physical 
declaration: “We are leaving the old life of Egypt behind to walk in holiness with our God.” 

The Law of Redemption 

As we move down to verses eleven through thirteen, we see the "law of redemption." God claimed 
the firstborn of the livestock as well. If it was a clean animal, it was sacrificed. But notice verse 
thirteen: “But every firstling of a donkey you shall redeem with a lamb; and if you will not redeem it, 
then you shall break its neck. And all the firstborn of man among your sons you shall redeem.” 

You couldn't sacrifice a donkey—it was an unclean animal. So, to keep the donkey, you had to 
provide a lamb in its place. If no lamb was provided, the donkey had to die. Friends, what a picture of 
us! Like that donkey, we were "unclean" in our sins, unable to save ourselves or be a fit sacrifice for 
God. But God, in His incredible love, provided a Lamb—the Lamb of God—to die in our place so that 
we might be redeemed. 

Creating a Legacy of Faith 

The Lord knew that future generations would see these sacrifices and ask questions. In verses 
fourteen and fifteen, He tells the parents exactly what to say when their children ask, “What is this?” 

They were to testify of God’s strength and how He brought them out of bondage. God wants us to 
create a "sanctified curiosity" in our homes. Our walk with the Lord should be so evident that our 
children and our neighbors ask us, “Why do you live this way? Why do you hope in Him?” And then 
we get to tell them the glorious story of our own Exodus from sin. 
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In verse sixteen, it mentions "frontlets between your eyes." To this day, you can go to the Wailing Wall 
and see orthodox Jews with small leather boxes, called phylacteries, strapped to their foreheads 
and arms. Inside are snippets of the Law. The heart behind this command was beautiful: God 
wanted His Word to be the filter for how they thought (the forehead) and the motivation for 
everything they did (the hand). He wants His Word to be the very center of our lives today. 

The Way of the Wilderness 

Now look at verses seventeen and eighteen. This is so practical for our lives today: “Then it came to 
pass, when Pharaoh had let the people go, that God did not lead them by way of the land of the 
Philistines, although that was near; for God said, ‘Lest perhaps the people change their minds when 
they see war, and return to Egypt.’ So God led the people around by way of the wilderness of the Red 
Sea.” 

Humanly speaking, the shortest route to the Promised Land was right up the coast. They could have 
been there in about a week. But God took them the long way. Why? Because they weren’t ready for 
the fight. They had the "slave mentality" of Egypt still in them. If they hit a battle too soon, they would 
have run back to their chains. 

Sometimes we wonder why God is taking us through a "wilderness experience." We want the 
blessing now, we want the growth now. But God knows our frame. He knows what battles we can 
handle and what lessons we still need to learn about trusting Him. The wilderness isn't a sign of 
God's abandonment; it's a sign of His preparation. He is teaching us that He is sufficient for every 
need. 

Joseph’s Bones and the Pillar of Fire 

In verse nineteen, we see Moses taking the bones of Joseph with them. Joseph had died hundreds of 
years earlier, but he had such faith in God’s promise that he made his relatives swear they wouldn't 
leave his remains in Egypt. Even in death, Joseph was looking forward to the promise. 

And finally, look at verses twenty-one and twenty-two. They weren't alone in that wilderness. “And 
the Lord went before them by day in a pillar of cloud to lead the way, and by night in a pillar of fire to 
give them light... He did not take away the pillar of cloud by day nor the pillar of fire by night from 
before the people.” 

What a comfort! When it was hot and the sun was beating down, God provided the shade of a cloud. 
When it was dark and terrifying at night, God provided the light and warmth of the fire. He was 
always there. He didn't just give them a map; He gave them His Presence. 

Practical Application and Challenge 

For the Believer: Are you in a wilderness today? Perhaps you’re frustrated that you aren't "there" yet 
in your spiritual walk or your circumstances. Remember, the Lord is the one leading you. He hasn't 
taken the shortcut because He is protecting your faith. Your challenge this week is to stop looking for 
the exit and start looking for the Pillar of Fire. Trust His timing. He knows exactly what you need to be 
ready for the Promised Land. 
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For the Seeker: Maybe you feel like you are in the "house of bondage" today—trapped by sin, by fear, 
or by a life that feels empty. Just as the Israelites needed a lamb to be redeemed, you need a Savior. 
Jesus Christ is that Lamb. He shed His precious blood on the cross to pay the price for your sins—a 
price you could never pay yourself. 

But the story didn't end at the cross. On the third day, He rose again! The resurrection declares to the 
whole universe that He is God, He is Savior, and He is Lord. He has the power to bring you out of your 
Egypt and into a brand-new life. 

If you want to move from darkness to light, from bondage to freedom, you can do that right now. 
Simply turn from your way and put your trust in Him. Ask Him to be your Lord and Savior. He is 
standing at the door of your heart, ready to lead you home. 

 


